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Editorial Notes 


In 1911 a book was published entitled An Adventure. 
The authors were two English ladies, Miss Moberly and 
Miss Jourdain, and the story they recounted is one of the 
most fascinating in the annals of psychic literature. These 
ladies, of exceptional intelligence and integrity and posses- 
sing many university degrees, were at that time in important 
educational posts in England. The story of their extra- 
ordinary experience in the gardens of the Trianon at 
Versailles is worthy of particular consideration, not only 
because of the excellent dccumentation and corroboration 
of the incident, but also because of the far-reaching philo- 
sophical implications concerning the illusive question of 
time which it offers. 


The complexities of the case have been widely discussed 
for many years and the story has remained a respected 
one. In the spring of this year, Mr. J. R. Sturge-Whiting 
published a book called The Mystery of Versailles* in which 
he attempts to show up the evidence as either a fabrication 
on the part of Miss Moberly and Miss Jourdain, or mal- 
observation amounting to imbecility. He is obviously so 


* a me? of Versailles, by J. R. Sturge-Whiting. London. Rider & 
0. 
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engrossed in proving that no supernormal occurrence took 
place, that he overexerts his critical faculty and his argu- 
ments become confused. Instead of seizing upon one or two 
faults or errors in the testimony which might invalidate the 
case, he makes first one petty criticism and then another 
until the reader becomes impatient. In one sentence he 
implies fraud, in another delusion. His obvious bias and 
the quantity of his censures detract from any intelligent 
criticisms he has made. In fact, such criticisms are so 
buried under a mass of vituperant nonsense that they be- 
come imperceptible. 


Mr. Sturge-Whiting’s peroration is not of great im- 
portance but the incident brings up once more the question 
of the proper attitude to be adopted in analyzing psychic 
phenomena. Dr. Fodor, in his Letter from England pub- 
lished in this issue, concludes, after many years of experi- 
ence, that the scientific approach is an impossible one not 
suited to the subject. He contends that a study from the 
psychological and psychoanalytical viewpoint is the only one 
which will result in correct conclusions. 


We feel that the real error lies in bunching all so-called 
supernormal phenomena together, and trying to make gen- 
eralities. Psychic research studies at least fifty kinds of 
phenomena which may have supernormality in common, but 
which may also have a number of different causes. One 
cannot argue that clairvoyance is definitely a faculty of the 
living quite unconnected with communication from the dead, 
nor can one argue that clairvoyance is entirely due to the 
influence of discarnate minds. Both may be true and neither 
may be true. If both be true, the same subconscious 
mechanism may be involved in producing the supernormal 
content, and it is equally feasible that communication from 
the dead and supernormal cognition are quite separate 
things brought forth by quite different mental processes. 


We cannot agree with Dr. Fodor that the use of the 
laboratory method should be abandoned. But we do agree 
that it is a waste of time in dealing with certain kinds of 
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phenomena. Let the physicists and the engineers continue 
to study the physical phenomena of mediumship providing 
they are sufficiently well-informed to take the psychological 
factors into consideration. The psychoanalysts have their 
place in psychic investigations but they will never make 
good psychic researchers because they are too biased by 
their system of symbology—a self-invented system, entirely 
theoretical and constantly open to error. Psychoanalysis 
has a superiority complex. It is not exact enough for the 
study of most types of psychic phenomena and the results 
depend too much on the common sense and intelligence of 
the individual psychoanalyst. 


In our opinion, if psychic research is to make quick 
progress, it must evolve a technique all its own which suits 
the material it studies. It must get away from dependence 
upon the investigator’s common sense or integrity. It must 
study the psychic abilities of the ordinary citizen though 
they are usually latent and must be fostered to become 
perceptible. It must become a subject of personal interest 
to everybody before it will be accepted as a respectable 
inquiry. 

A great deal of confusion has been caused by the phrase, 
scientific approach. To many people, it suggests physics, 
a laboratory and test tubes. However, as we have stated 
before in our editorial notes, it merely means a factual 
approach and a careful method of measuring and recording. 
Scientists do not make statements unless they are able to 
reproduce the same results before witnesses over and over 
again. Psychic researchers do not either. It is a just criti- 
cism to say that psychic phenomena cause wishful thinking 
because of their possible philosophical and religious sig- 
nificance. Therefore, the increasing use of instrumental 
recorders is to be welcomed. But it is too much to expect 
a machine to use discrimination and come to conclusions. 


The researcher’s interpretation of the results will always 
be a factor. 


Good psychic researchers have always had a certain type 
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of mind. They have been men whose satisfaction lay, not 
in proving their theories to be correct, but in finding out 
the real truth. They have been men with enough interest 
in philosophy to peg away at tremendous questions that 
will probably never be answered. They have had sufficient 
vision to see the possibilities of discoveries not yet made. 
They have been men trained in the scientific approach. 


What psychic research needs most is better researchers. 
Until men in fields of recognized science grow brave 
enough and intelligent enough to admit and study the 
phenomena of psychic research, the subject will make little 
progress, unless a new generation gives us laymen like 
F. W. H. Myers, who had the intelligence, the education 
and the vision of ten men; and who really made himself a 
scientist, so that he might use what aid such knowledge 


might give him in understanding the mysteries of the 
human mind. 


‘ 


The Margery Mediumship 


More About Thought Transference 


BY WILLIAM H. BUTTON 


New York, Dec. 15, 1938. 


On Saturday, January 15, 1938, I had lunch with Mar- 
gery and Mr. Wendell Murray at 10 Lime Street in 
Boston. I arranged with Mr. Murray that on the next day, 
January 16, 1938, at 2:00 p. m. he would think of some 
object or phrase and I would ask Margery to try to get it. 


I then called up Mr. Fife, Captain of Police of Charles- 
town Navy Yard, and asked him if he would not try to 
think of something at 2:05 p. m. the next day, Sunday, 
January 16, 1938. He agreed to do so. 


Neither of these two gentlemen knew that the other was 
involved in the experiment. 


Later I asked Mrs. Litzelmann (Sary) to see what she 


could get in writing at 2:00 p. m. and 2:05 p. m. on January 
16, 1938. 


At a sitting later in the day, January 15, 1938, Margery in 
trance, I told “Walter” about the arrangements I had 
made, that Wendell Murray would think of something 
at 2:00 p. m. and Mr. Fife would think of something 
at 2:05 p. m. the next day, neither of them knowing that 
they were connected in the experiment. I told “Walter” that 
what I wanted him to do was to see to it that Margery and 
Sary would not only write down what was thought of by 
Mr. Murray and Mr. Fife respectively, but I also wanted 
him to see to it that the two things should fit together and 
co-ordinate. “Walter” laughed and said “That’s easy.” “All 
right”, I said, “then do it”. 


The next day, January 16, 1938, about 1:00 p. m. Mr. 
Nagouchi and I had a sitting with Margery and, while she 
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was in trance “Walter” again said he would attend to the 
cross-correspondence that had been suggested. 


On January 16, 1938, Sary was at Lime Street. I re- 
quested her to go into another room and see what she could 
get in writing at 2:00 p. m. At the same time I asked 
Margery to see what she could get. 


At 2:00 p. m. Margery wrote the following: 


Ue wid Yor 
M 20 


Wn, \autle doked 
Crm A meabhe a utrirte. 


| han 

OL 
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At 2:00 p. m. Sary, in another room, wrote the follow- 
ing herewith reproduced. 


It may be translated as follows: 


Charles 
Button up 
Button up your 
up up 


your 


X00? 
Clin 
your 
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Later, at 2:05 p. m., Sary wrote, still in another room: 


Can, 1686, Ln, 


which translated reads: 
up your 
what have you 
Button up your 
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Again, at 2:07 p. m., still in another room, Sary wrote 
the following, herewith reproduced: 


Something 
has to be 
buttoned up. 


I called up Mr. Wendeli Murray at his home, some five 
miles away, at 2:15 p. m. the same day and asked him what 
he had been thinking about. He said he had been singing 
the first part of an old song “Button up your overcoat”. 
I then called up Mr. Fife at his home in Charlestown, and 
he told me that it was very unfortunate but he had not 
been able to concentrate much at the designated time for 
the reason that his three or four children had some of their 
friends at his apartment and although he told them it was 
very important he could not induce them to quit playing 
the victrola. They had a lot of new records and he could 
not control them. I asked him what they were playing. 


HY 
Z 
| ‘ 
~47 
‘ 
| 
a 
4 
| 
| 
4 


362] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


He said it was an old song, the refrain of which was “You 
belong to me”. 


Later in the evening, Mr. Fife came to Lime Street and 
at my request wrote out the following report: 


16 Jan. 1938 Lime St. 


Last night Mr. B. requested me over the telephone, to 
concentrate on something at 2.05 today. I tried to do so 
but my children and their friends present were playing 
the victrola and singing the song “I belong to You.” 


At 2.06 I called Mr. B. and told him I could not concen- 
trate on any particular thing as I could not stop them 
from singing. Mr. B. told me to go into a corner and try 
to think of something. 


John W. Fife. 


Margery told me, strange to say, that on the only night 
she spent at Normanton, the home of Sir Oliver Lodge in 
England, he insisted on dancing for several hours, and the 
principal tune to which they danced was “Button up your 
overcoat, you belong to me”. 


There are several very interesting considerations in- 
volved in the above occurrences. Margery got the whole 
sentence, whereas Sary only got the first part of it ap- 
proximately. More strange than that is the fact that Cap- 
tain Fife’s children at the moment in question not only were 
playing the same song on the victrola, but Fife could not 
stop them. Still very strange is the fact that Murray was 
singing and Fife listening to the same song, though neither 
knew the other was involved in the experiment. 


All of the above would seem to indicate that “Walter” 


was in complete charge of the four corners of this experi- 
ment. 


q 
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Dr. Eugéne Osty 
1874-1938 


, 
BY RENE JOHANNET 


Epitor’s Nore: The following article was written especially for the JouRNAL 
by Monsieur Johannet and translated by the Editor. Monsieur Johannet was 
a friend and collaborator of Dr. Osty, and is an Honorary Member of the 
Friends of the Institut Metapsychique of Paris. He is an historian, an econo- 
mist and a journalist. Among other honors, he has been made a Chevalier of 
the Legion of Honour. He has been a student of psychic research for more 
than twenty years and has published many articles on the subject in the 
literary periodicals and reviews of France.* 


Two men,—two doctors founded psychic research in 
France,—Dr. Charles Richet and Dr. Eugéne Osty. In the 
short space of three years they have both left us. But while 
Dr. Richet failed slowly at the end of an exceptionally long 
life during which he was able to develop all his scientific 
genius, Dr. Osty was brusquely snatched from us at the 
height of his mental and physical vigor, and in the midst of 
work of considerable importance. 

It is impossible to evaluate the importance of his loss to 
science. In the ordinary course of events, Dr. Osty should 
have had at the least another ten years of active life. Actu- 
ally, he was born in 1874 and was young for his years. His 
energy was exceptional. In spite of being attacked during 
the past year by a disease that is fatal to most, he fought 
step by step against the evil with admirable energy. Up to 
the day of his death he wanted to work. Only a few hours 
before he breathed his last, he was working at research. 

I do not intend to discuss Dr. Osty’s medical career in 
this article. But I would like to take this opportunity to 
recall a phrase that he often repeated to me: “I use any 
treatment that will effect a cure.” 

It was in this intelligent spirit of complete liberty that he 
practiced both allopathy and homeopathy or treated the 


* Monsieur René Johannet is the author of many books on serious topics. 
They include: Eloge des Bourgeois Frangais, Le Romans Social au XIX 
Ciecle, Politique Experimentale, Voyage a travers le Capitalisme. 
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mental diseases in which he specialized. He never ceased to 
learn, to make discoveries and to revise his judgments. 
His entire life was a long and continual progression. 


Like most doctors who studied science at the end of the 
nineteenth century he was imbued with rationalism, monism 
and scientisme.* He told me that when he was a student, 
one of his comrades showed him a copy of L’Echo du 
Merveilleux at the Library of the Faculty of Medicine. 
He glanced over it and laughed. It was the same man, who 
ten years later ran across a psychic subject by chance, rec- 
ognized immediately the importance of the question, under- 
took to study the field with all the methods and resources 
of modern experimentation and finished by consecrating his 
life to the study. 


At the same time, he never ceased to perfect his judg- 
ment. Departing from the materialistic doctrine of all those 
of his generation, he undertook to demonstrate by scientific 
experiment the supremacy of the mind in the physical and 
material organism of man. 

In the small select circle where he collected the greater 
part of his material on supernormal cognition, his successive 
experiments revealed frequent revisions and unceasing re- 
search. Disposed to believe at first in a sort of infallibility 
of premonition, he ended by attributing an importance of 
the first order to the study of the errors for the knowledge 
that could be acquired from them. 


Here is a significant example. One evening at the Institut 
Métapsychique, in the course of a public séance, Pascal 
Forthuny stopped before a young man and said to him: 


“It is extremely curious, I see above you a hat—a vast 


hat—a cardinal’s hat. Is there not a cardinal in your 
family ?” 
“Not one,” replied the young man. 


“Nevertheless,” replied Pascal Forthuny, “the hat seems 
to concern you closely. Let us look for a clue together.” 


*There is no exact translation for the word scientisme. The author defines 


the word as a materialist philosophy which excludes all spiritualism. 
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He searched his mind with great intensity. In a moment 
he said: 


“It is a cardinal,—a cardinal de curie*—cardinal de 
curie, doesn’t that mean anything to you?” 


Suddenly the young man made a gesture of triumph. 
He explained that he was a chemist and worked at research 
in Madame Curie’s laboratory. 


This example gives us the opportunity to make an obser- 
vation,—an observation that Dr. Osty, who was directing 
the séance, made at the time—it gives us a profound glance 
into the mechanism of clairvoyance. In the presence of the 
young man, Pascal Forthuny’s subconscious had appre- 
hended a fact—had known that the young man was associ- 
ated with Madame Curie. But the word Curie, instead of 
emerging at once into the region of clear consciousness, 
was detoured for a time into the region of the subconscious. 
There, by virtue of the well-understood law of the associa- 
tion of ideas, the word cardinal de curie sprang forth by the 
simple force of contiguity, or perhaps what gushed forth 
was not the word, nor the expression, but the image, a 


shortened symbol the hat and it is the hat which Forthuny 
discerned. 


Thus, at its source, the clairvoyance was correct, but by 
a series of unavoidable associations it expressed itself in a 
false manner. It is probable that the greatest quantity 


of errors in clairvoyance is due thus to a difficulty of 
expression. 


The confusion may also be caused by another analogous 
cause. One day a clairvoyant, taking a letter into his hands, 
declared: “This person is going to lose a very old woman, 
a mother or grandmother. We are now at the end of the 
autumn. She will die in the middle of the summer because 
I see the country covered with verdure.” 


This clairvoyance seemed plausible. The grandmother 


was very ill. In the winter she lived in Paris, but in sum- 
mer she went to the country. As it turned out, she died at 


* Cardinal of a ward or curia. 
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the end of the winter. The mistake in forseeing proved to 
be due to the fact that the lady, who was very rich, lived in 
Paris in a house surrounded by a park so full of vegeta- 
tion that the rooms of the ground floor were darkened and 
it was this fact that dominated the premonition resulting 
in the error of the country. 


Doctor Osty brought to light these extremely frequent 
occurrences. Some clairvoyants never know if what they 
see is a reality or a symbol. At the Institut Métapsychique, 
Dr. Osty attempted to educate them. He advised them con- 
stantly to interpret as little as possible, and to tell all that 
they saw. It is not always easy. With some subjects the 
most diverse images succeed each other with fantastic 
rapidity. They weld one with another to form a single 
picture without realizing that the symbol may apply to two 
distinctly different subjects. Dr. Osty asked me to tell him 
of all the errors of supernormal vision that I could discover. 
Here is one of the more recent ones: 


Last year I had to go to Salamanca. Entering Spain is 
not always a feasible undertaking these days. I went to 
consult a clairvoyant who has excellent supernormal facul- 
ties. Among other things he said to me: “I see you leaving 
for the south. It is hot. It is the eighth month. You want 
to cross a frontier but at the last moment political events 
will take place. The frontier is closed for the entire month. 
I see you wandering about for several days without being 
allowed to pass. You will not be able to carry out your 
project.” 


Actually, this is what happened. I crossed the frontier 
without particular difficulty. I went to Salamanca. But, 
on returning, I found the frontier completely and effectively 
closed. It was at the time of the Troncoso affair—a Nation- 
alist officer went secretly to Brest and tried to seize a 
Government submarine which was being repaired in the 
port. The French authorities stopped Troncoso. By way 


of reprisal, the Government of Burgos had completely 
closed the frontier. 
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The cognition itself was correct, but the interpretation 
was not. The clairvoyant had not seen that the vision con- 
cerned the return and on his own authority concluded: 
“You will not carry out your project.” The interpretation 
had exceeded the limits of the precognition itself. I had to 
telephone to General Headquarters to obtain special per- 
mission. The formalities took two days during which 
time I wandered from Irun to San Sebastian,—two days 


weighted with a certain melancholy, yet rich with precious 
observations. 


It was as Director of the Institut Métapsychique Inter- 
national, founded in 1919, that Dr. Osty was able to fur- 
nish his proofs. At the time (1924) that that post became 
vacant through the death of Dr. Geley, Dr. Osty had 
already had thousands of experiences. He had collaborated 
with the principal reviews occupying themselves with psy- 
chic research, (Les Annales des Sciences Psychiques, Psy- 
chica, La Revue Métapsychique, the official organ of the 
Institut ) and had published three important works: Lucidité 
et Intuition (1913), the rather sharp dogmatism of which 
he tried to soften in the sequel, Le Sens de La Vie Humaine 
(1919), and above all, La Connaissance Supranormale 
(1923), which really preceded the strict researches which 
from that time constituted the foundation of his activities 
as a man and a thinker. ! 


The direction of the Institut Métapsychique and of the 
Revue absorbed him entirely from that time on. Under 
him, both acquired a highly scientific attitude and were 
immediately placed among the first of the circles and pub- 
lications of international psychic research. 


Dr. Osty’s attitude was characterized by his severity 
towards the phenomena. He believed that so many thou- 
sands were the slaves of prejudice that it was better to 
hide certain facts, however true, than to attack too vio- 
lently scientific beliefs. His ambition was to familiarize,. 
little by little, the minds engaged in the routines of science 
with the facts of psychic research. In order to do that, he 
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considered it necessary only to show them phenomena of a 
kind which they themselves could find for experimentation. 


Often, while showing me photographs taken by him or 
in his presence under conditions of absolute certainty, he 
said to me: “I will never publish this. The scientific mind 
is not ready. We must wait. We must perfect our means 
of control. We must prepare the ground.” 


In September 1928, he wrote to me apropos of some 
famous experiences with Kluski: 


“T have seen, in the light of a luminous screen, a glove, 
made by a hand plunged only once into a basin of hot 
paraffin,—paraffin brought by me and containing, unknown 
to anyone, phenolphtaleine. The hand, covered with paraffin 
by one rapid dip, placed itself under our eyes, resting on 
the luminous side of the screen, and bending let the glove 
slide off, fragile and hot, onto one of my hands. At the end 
of the attempts made by Dr. Menagez, we have become 
convinced that fraud in this case would only be possible 
by the importation of a glove already made into the séance 
room. A possibility which is excluded by the phenomenon 
taking place entirely before our eyes, and by the phenol- 
phtaleine content of the paraffin and the sudden disengage- 
ment of the glove from the bent hand, which is impossible 
to do by normal means, above all, when it is a question of 
the coating of fine paraffin that one single and rapid emer- 
sion would produce. 

“So that I stand ready, senile to corroborate the 
affirmations of Geley in regard to Kluski’s capacities to 
produce paraffin gloves by supernormal means. 


“I beg you to keep this confidential because I do not 
want my observations on the supernormal action of man 
upon matter to be known before possessing a registering 
instrument which will remove the risks of the witnesses’ 
credibility.” 

It is in two directions particularly that Dr. Osty asserted 
his powerful personality. On one hand, he was able to fully 
carry out his investigations of supernormal cognition by 
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means of public and private séances followed out with a 
number of metagnomic subjects, principally Pascal For- 
thuny, to whom he dedicated a monograph. On the other, 
he endowed the science with a definite procedure permitting 
absolute control of mediums producing physical manifes- 
tations. 


His researches on premonition resulted in his bringing 
forth the hypothesis that we are all unconscious bearers of 
the knowledge of our future. Metagnomic subjects read 
in us what we ourselves are not able to distinguish. In 
fact, one finds oneself lead almost forcibly to adopt this 
attitude when one considers facts such as prophetic dreams 
or sudden intuitions which manifest themselves indepen- 
dently of outside stimuli and intermediaries. 


For physical mediumistic manifestations, Dr. Osty’s goal 
was the substitution of the always questionable testimony 
of the senses with instrumental recorders which guard con- 
clusively against inaccuracy and error. He worked long 
years on them with an engineer, his son, Marcel. The 
apparatus which they were successful in making achieved 
all that they hoped for it in the matter of control and much 
more from another point of view. The basic idea of this 
apparatus was the commitment of the superintendence of 
the medium against fraud to a circuit of infra-red lights, 
in the middle of which bathed, so to speak, the object to 
be moved by the medium telekinetically. 


But what happened? The circuit of infra-red rays was 
broken, releasing at the same time a mechanism which 
flashed a white light. Four photographic pictures were 
taken automatically, yet nothing appeared on them. Dr. 
Osty’s final conclusion was that the entranced medium pro- 
duced a force of some volume—a substance invisible in 
white light, which moved forth in the direction of the object 


to be reached, at the same time dependent upon the psychism 
of the medium. 


It was with the Austrian medium, Rudi Schneider, that 
these séances took place. They constitute a memorable date 
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in the history of psychical research. The results obtained 
greatly surpassed the goal intended. They opened an entirely 
new phase in the development of the science. The details 
are set forth with masterly clarity in a now classic work 
published in 1932 by Dr. Osty: Les Pouvoirs Inconnus de 
L’Esprit sur la Matiére. 


Dr. Osty’s activities in psychic research were not lim- 
ited to these two subjects. Hypnotism, the phenomena of 
unconscious artistic creation, abnormal development of 
memory, the use of clairvoyance in police matters and in 
medicine, unconscious muscular action, the problem of 
haunted houses, the question of survival,—all these things 
and many others solicited his attention. He dreamt of 
establishing a vast system of tests to study at close quar- 
ters the behavior of animal instincts and, above all, to 
definitely set forth the sum of his discoveries in the matter 
of supernormal cognition in a big work for which he had 
been collecting the material for thirty years: La Précon- 
naissance des Devenirs Humains. 


It is to be hoped that this book will some day be pub- 
lished. It will constitute a summary of all that we know of 
the question. Dr. Osty very quickly noticed that historic 
and collective premonitions were very rare and questionable. 
He collected and published a few of them relative, for 
example, to the attitude of Greece during the World War. 


The premonitions most easily collected in large numbers 
are those relative to individual lives and it was on this type 
that Dr. Osty expended his greatest efforts. He published 
notably a series of observations concerning premonitions of 
the individual kind of long maturity. 

Two are remarkable. The first refers to a financier who 
was very close to Madame de Noailles, M.G . . . Toward 
the end of the century a clairvoyant told him: “Be careful 
of firearms. I see you wounded in the thigh. You lose 
much blood and you die.” 

When the war came, M.G. . . and all those who knew 
of the prophecy said: “The hour is near.”. However, the. 
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war ended without accident to him. Persuaded that the 
premonition was false, he worried no more. But he died 
from a hunting accident in 1923 from a wound in the 
thigh. 

The second concerned M. Berteaux who died in 1910. In 
1883, at the time that the young Berteaux was a student 
of law, he entered a fortune teller’s booth at a fair with 
some of his friends, where a palmist announced to him 
before a crowd of people: 


“You will become the head of the army and you will be 
killed by a flying chariot.” Everybody laughed enormously. 


Years passed. Berteaux became a financier, a stock 
broker, a Deputy, President of the Chamber of Deputies. 
From time to time he ran across his old comrades and they 
laughed a great deal when they recalled to memory the 
“witch” of 1883. The time came, however, when M. Ber- 
teaux, while Minister of War, was killed on the aviation 


field of Issy les Moulineaux by the propeller of a commer- 
cial airplane. 


After making thousands of such observations, Dr. Osty 
began, little by little, to establish the science of supernormal 
cognition. 

One ‘sees with how much sorrow his premature loss will 
be felt. For his friends, personal reasons are added which 
make their grief even more bitter. Dr. Osty had not only 
a fine, powerful and well ordered mind and an immense 
scientific culture; his penetrating intelligence was enhanced 
by a noble character. An excellent talker, he was, above 
all, uprightness itself. In his friendships as in his search 
for truth, he was the same man, incapable of treachery, 
born for self sacrifice. He leaves behind him the memory 
of a noble and beautiful work and a great heart. We hope 


that those who follow in his path may be inspired by his 
example. 
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Some of the following books have been given to the Society by 
friends or sent by the publishers for review. The Society wishes to 
express its thanks and appreciation. Members are asked to continue 
their generosity and send any books they can spare for the Editorial 
and Lending libraries, particularly rare editions and scientific works 
published in recent years. 


Date 
Author Title Published _— Publisher 
A. W. Austin Teachings of 1938 Psychic Press Ltd. 
Silver Birch London 
Bailey, Wilson Gill, M.D. We Live Outside 1937 Dorrance & Co. 
Our Bodies Philadelphia 
Barbanell, Maurice Parish the Healer 1938 Psychic Press Ltd. 
London 
Barbanell, Maurice The Trumpet Shall 1934 Rider & Co. 
Sound (3rd imp.) London 
Barbanell, Maurice They Shall Be Psychic Press Ltd. 
Comforted London 
Barrett, Lady Personality Survives 1938 Longmans Green 
Death London 
Bennett, Colin Hypnotic Power 1938 Rider & Co. 
London 
Boddington, Harry Materializations 1938 The Psychic Press Ltd. 
London 
Bozzano, Ernesto Discarnate Influence 1938 International Institute 
In Human Life for Psychical 
Research, London 
Boston Society for Walter Franklin Prince 1935 Boston Society for 
Psychical Research A Memorial Psychical Research 
Brunton, Paul A Search in Secret 1936 E. P. Dutton & Co. 
Egypt New York 
Burke, Jane Revere The Immutable Law 1936 E. P. Dutton & Co. 
New York 
Cuddon, Eric Hypnosis, its Meaning 1938 G. Bell & Sons Ltd. 
and Practice London 
Cummins, Geraldine The Childhood of 1938 Frederick Muller 
Jesus London 


Doyle, Arthur Conan The New Revelation reprinted Psychic Press 
& The Vital Message 1938 London 


Dunne, J. W. The Serial Universe 1934 Faber & Faber Ltd. 
London 

Driesch, Hans Alltagsratsel des 1938 Deutsche verlags- 
Seelenlebens anstalt, Stuttgart 

Elliot, Rev. Maurice The Psychic Life 1938 Psychic Press Ltd. 
of Jesus London 

English, Virgil P. Human Mind and its 1937 V. P. English & 
Physical Machine Daughter 


San Diego, Cal. 


New Library Acquisitions 


Author 
Findlay, Arthur 


Forthuny, Pascal 


Furst, Bruno 


Hack, Guendolyn Kelly 


Jenny, Shirley Carson 


Leaf, Horace 


Marryat, Florence 


Regardie, Israel 
Rhine, J. B. 

Swaffer, Hannen 
Swaffer, Hannen 
Therion, The Master 
Treves, Marco 
Tyrrell, G. N. M. 
Vivante, Leone 


Warcollier, Rene 


Je Lis dans les 
Destinees 


Die Ausbildung 
des Gedachtnisses 
Venetian Voices 


The Fortunes of 
Heaven 


What Mediumship Is 


There is no death 
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Date 
Title Published Publisher 
On the Edge of the 1931 Rider & Co. 
Etheric (reprinted Paternoster Row 


1938) London 


1937 Les Editions de 
France 
Paris 


1935 


1937. Rider & Co. 
London 


Arthur H. Stockwell 
Ltd. 
London 


1938 Psychic Press Ltd. 
London 


1917 Psychic Press Ltd. 


(reprinted London 


The Art of True 
Healing 


New Frontiers of 
the Mind 
Adventures in 
Inspiration 
When Men Talk 
Truth 


How to Be a Fakir 
Trattato D’Estetica 


Science and Psychic 
Phenomena 

Studi sulle Pre- 
cognizioni 


Experimental 
Telepathy 


1938) 

1937 Leaf Studio 
London 

1937. Farrar & Rhinehart 
New York 

1938 Psychic Press Ltd. 
London 

1937. Psychic Press Ltd. 
London 
The Mysto Press 
New York 

1938 La Nuova Italia 
Florence 

1938 Methuen & Co. 
London 
Vallecchi Editore 
Viale dei Mille, 72 
Florence 

1938 Boston Society for 
Psychical Research 
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A Letter from England 


BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 


London, November, 1938. 
DREAMS OF MEDIUMS 


Now that my official connection with organized Psychical Research 
is a matter of the past, I feel free to state my opinion not only as 
regards Spiritualism but also as regards Psychical Research. I have 
freely censured British Spiritualism, and sometimes its leaders in 
the past, for the desperate anxiety with which they hang on to very 
questionable phenomena. Now I wish to avail myself of the same 
liberty to censure Psychical Research. I have already stated in 
Light, November 10th, 1938 in a letter to the Editor that “I am pro- 
foundly dissatisfied with the present methods of Psychical Research. 
I have been employing them for years, and I know exactly where 
they lead. Psychical Researchers have been so busy with phenomena 
that they have forgotten all about the medium. I feel very strongly 
that unless Psychical Research will adopt the new departure which 
I indicate in my forthcoming book, ‘On the Trail of the Poltergeist’, 
it will achieve but very little.” 

The fundamental error, as I see it, is that we wish to make 
Psychical Research an exact science, that we are tempted to analyze 
phenomena as we analyze chemical objects in a laboratory. In the 
form of test conditions and instruments we apply reagents and when 
the hoped-for reaction does not set in, or sets in, in an entirely 
different manner than we expected, we let the medium bear the full 
burden of responsibility. The truth is that Psychical Research can 
never be made into an exact science as it is basically a psychological 
inquiry. Psychology is not science as it is concerned with motives 
and emotions, and not with facts. I have for years struggled 
with the application of the scientific approach to physical phenomena 
only to find that, unless we shift the inquiry from the department of 
physics into the department of psychology, we can only hope to find 
a few odd bricks from which no edifice can be built. The future of 
Psychical Research, in my opinion, depends on whether we are willing 
to change our focus and concentrate at least as much on what hap- 
pens inside the medium’s mind as on what happens outside in the 
circle. 

Hereward Carrington was, I believe, the first to deplore the lack 
of attention to the dreams of mediums. The average Psychical 
Researcher is not qualified to do dream analysis, while the average 
psychoanalyst either has no time to devote to psychic investigations 
or has a completely closed mind regarding any phenomena which 
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cannot be explained in terms of neuroses, resistances, complexes, 
conflicts, compensations, etc. The crying need of Psychical Research, 
therefore, is to unite psychic and analytical experience. Some head- 
way has already been made in this direction in England. Kenneth 
Richmond, the editor of the Journal of the Society for Psychical 
Research, is a practising psychoanalyst and has already shed a good 
deal of light on the workings of the mediumistic mind. Elizabeth 
Severn shows considerable interest and understanding. Dr. William 
Brown has done brilliant work and there are, here and there, a few 
others on whose interest and sympathy we may count. But there 
is an enormous field to cover and we cannot hope to achieve rapid 
progress until Psychical Researchers themselves take interest in the 
analytical technique and qualify for the job. 

I am now so convinced that only through this orientation can 
progress be made, that I have had myself psychoanalyzed and for 
several months past have put an immense amount of work into the 
study of analytical method with a view to its practical application 
to problems of Psychical Research. The phenomena may not be 
always in evidence, but the medium is always there. His dreams may 
furnish valuable clues to the growth of his psychic faculties, to their 
real meaning and to the manner of their operation. I have now done 


my own spade work in this direction and have collected valuable 
material. 


USE OF PSYCHIC ELEMENTS 


The first problem that engaged my attention was the problem of 
psychic dreams. So far I can only report that the phenomena which 
occur in the medium’s dreams (such as levitation, table movement, 
predictive utterances) have the same symbolic value as any other 
nuclei of the dream have. The dream mind simply uses them as 
means to express some latent, non-psychic content. They may, of 
course, express a psychic content also, as the dream mind has unusual 
powers of condensation but not primarily and not necessarily. 

These psychic symbols are not drawn from memory alone. Their 
source is sometimes precognitive, sometimes telepathic. I have dis- 
covered a good many telepathic links between the dreams of my wife 
and myself and occasionally we have both noted the incursion of the 
precognitive element. 


JOSEPH MARION 


Joseph Marion, the subject of Mr. S. G. Soal’s “Preliminary 
Studies of a Vaudeville Telepathist” (Buylletin III of the University 
of London Council for Psychical Investigation) is again in London 
and is doing some more work for Mr. Soal. He is described as the 
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“human bloodhound” for his unusually developed tactile sense. I 
have seen him demonstrate it at a private party and I was very 
impressed with both this and his other gifts. 

It is sufficient for Mr. Marion to handle an object to enable him 
to find it afterwards wherever it is hidden. Tactile contact gives him 
a clue to the object’s whereabouts which is very similar to scent. He 
says that he can never forget the tactile memory once he had con- 
tacted it. I gave him a stamp case to hold and, after he went out 
of the room with a controller, hid it, at Professor Low’s suggestion, 
under a pile of papers. Marion came in, closed his eyes and, using 
his fingers as an antenna, felt his way, almost without hesitation, 
to the hiding spot and, lifting up the papers, uncovered the stamp 
case. He had similar and almost instantaneous success with another 
object on which the owner was sitting. 


Then he gave a more remarkable demonstration. In his absence, 
a strand of hair was hidden in an envelope. The hair belonged to 
a lady whom Marion had never seen before. Crushing the envelope 
between his hands he described the lady’s appearance, past life, 
character and a tragic incident that took place many years ago in a 
corner room in which there were two pedestals. The descriptions 
were accepted as accurate. 


Finally, desiring to answer the telepathic objection, Marion made 
us place samples of our handwritings in envelopes. We were asked 
to refer, in the writing, to some outstanding personal experience in 
the past. Out of the small pile a member of the audience chose two. 
Marion took one, crushed it in his palm and, after a painful struggle 
to find words fitting the sensations that were haunting his mind, 
described a lunatic asylum, a man furiously struggling to escape and 
another patient who was sane and had difficulties in swallowing food. 


The handwriting belonged to a lady who had voluntarily entered 
an insane asylum, lived there for six months during which time she 
had to swallow a tube for certain examinations. She had tremendous 
difficulties in doing it and was sick on each occasion. She remem- 
bered that, before she occupied her room, there was a man patient 
there who left marks of his boots all over the wall as he tried to 
climb up in a frantic effort to escape. 


Marion was extremely tired after the demonstrations. He com- 
plained, as all mediums do, that during these readings he has to 
take on the sensations which he describes. However, he does not 
ascribe his gifts to spirits. He has faculties which he does not under- 
stand. His only difficulty is to translate his sensations into words. 
Sometimes these transcriptions give rise to curious mistakes. He 
recalled an incident that happened in Paris where he gave sittings 
for Dr. Osty at the Institut Métapsychique. He told a man that he 
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had been bitten in the leg by a snake. This the man denied. He 
said that he broke his ankle by falling in an underground. This 
seemed to be totally at variance with Marion’s description, yet he 
claimed that he was right. The underground winding through the 
bowels of the earth would impress itself on his mind as a snake. 
The bite on the leg would be a natural inference from the sensation 
of being hurt. 

In about six months’ time Marion will leave for America. I would 
advise American Psychical Researchers to take an interest in him. 
He is undoubtedly a phenomenon, “a man in a million” as Mr. Harry 
Price recently described him. 


WHAT IS IN THE NEW ROSEMARY RECORD? 


I have received a long letter from Dr. F. H. Wood whose work 
with Rosemary’s Egyptian xenoglossy is well known to the readers 
of the Journat. He has now given me a précis of the contents of 
the second Rosemary gramophone record which was made under my 
direction last July at the International Institute for Psychical Re- 
search. This is what he says: 


“My new book is going on well. I shall not hurry it as I want 
to complete the translation of the whole of the 1300 phrases now 
on our records. Four of the most interesting chapters in my new 
book will be, I think, Chapter II. The Approach Through the Ear; 
Chapter V. Relative Xenoglossy (i.e. related to topics discussed but 
not translated by Lady Nona) ; VI. Responsive Xenoglossy. (Nona’s 
answers to questions in Egyptian) ; VII. Bi-lingual Xenoglossy : cases 
in which both Egyptian and English translation came through to- 
gether. This last chapter will establish the case beyond any further 
question. The second Institute record will have a chapter to itself 
like the first did in Ancient Egypt Speaks. That new record is a 
beauty. It has 87 phrases against 36 of the first record. There are 


no stumblings or blemishes. The message was clear and uninter- a 
rupted. 


“Nona begins by saying that she wishes to make a permanent 
statement: that ‘to speak is evidence’. She points out that she has 
already (on the first record) expressed her willingness to co-operate 
with scholars in restoring the spoken language. She has already 
‘broken through. That has already been stated’. She regrets that 
scholars ‘lost an opportunity’ then, and she asks us to ‘finish it off 
this time’. Because of that ‘lost opportunity we in the spirit world’ 
(a literal phrase) have decided to ‘have the facts cut out on a circle’. 
(This is also literal, circle standing for disc). Because of that she 
now wants the matter to be ‘settled once for all. A man had adjudged 
the xenoglossy a lie’. “Testify of him,’ says Nona. “This is to redress 
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a wrong, and slay that which is twisted in his report... . Make a 
copy of this, and send it to him. There will be developments later’. 
“That ends the first side of the record. While you were changing 
it, three additional phrases were spoken to me, sotto voce, ‘Konti 
séna’ (Complete this, brother), ‘azéenta’ (Make a translation of this) 
and ‘Véen ist Pharang’ (This is Pharaoh speaking). This last is very 
interesting because ‘veen’ which Egyptian scholars write as “pn” 
was only allowed to precede its noun in the case of proper names. 
“The second half of the record begins with an injunction ‘to take 
charge of this report . . . to ask Dr. Fodor to publish it...A 
man has adjudged it a falsehood’. Very well. ‘We will defeat the 
report that he made . . . You will keep this for reference, to refute 
future calumny ... It is evidence, made by the Institute (Nona 
stumbled on that word as a foreigner would do, then said it clearly) 
to justify the misjudged girl . . . I will thwart him . . . See retri- 
bution brought indeed . . . Name the cheat . . . Be wise and under- 
standing . . . This was the mere bite of an insect . . . Public opin- 
ion will deal with Gunn . . . watch the overthrow you will then have 


99 


given Gunn’. 


Dr. Wood says that there is no mistake about the word “Gunn” 
because he knows all the Egyptian words compounded of “gn”, and 
not one has the vowel “wu” as in “Gunn”. He says further that 


there is no mistaking the contempt and anger in Lady Nona’s closing 
phrase. 


Gunn is, of course, Professor Battiscombe Gunn of Oxford, who, 
after an unfavorable criticism of Lady Nona’s Egyptian, had failed 
to accept Dr. Wood’s challenge to an open debate in Oxford on 
the question: “Does the Rosemary xenoglossy contain sufficient in- 
ternal evidence to justify our claim that it is indeed the lost language 
of Egypt?” 

Lady Nona expresses herself regarding him almost as strongly 
as Dr. Wood himself. In fact, Dr. Wood was concerned how far 
Lady Nona’s statement might be considered in England as libellous. 
He missed a very amusing point: the question whether Lady Nona 
has libelled Professor Gunn would depend on the correctness of the 
translation. Professor Gunn would have to prove one of two things: 
that Rosemary’s language was Egyptian or that it was mot. In the 
latter case, instead of Lady Nona, Dr. Wood alone would have to 
face the charge, which he is only too anxious to do. 
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PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE SOCIETY 


1, The investigation of claims of telepathy, clairvoyance, veridical haliu- 
cinations and dreams, psychometry, precognition, dowsing, and other forms of 
supernormal cognition; of claims of supernormal physical phenomena, such as 
raps, telekinesis, materialization, levitation, fire-immrazity, poltergeists; the study 
of automatic writing, trance speech, hypnotism, alterat ions of .personality, and 
other subconscious processes: in short, all types of the phenomena called psychic, 


mediumistic, supernormal, parapsychological and metapsychic, together with the 
bordering subjects. 


2. The collection, classification, study and publication of reports dealing 


with the above phenomena. Readers are asked to report incidents and cases. 
Names must be given, but on request will be treated as confidential, _ 

3. The maintenance of @ library on psychical research and related sub- 
jects. Contributions of books and periodical files will be welcomed. 


4. Co-operating in the above tasks with. qualified individuals and groups 
who will report their work to the Society. 


MEMBERSHIP IN THE SOCIETY 


Members, who receive the Proceedings: and the Journal, pay an annual fee 
of $10. (One may become a Life Member or sndow a Memorial Member-nip 
on payment of $200.) Associates; who receive the Journal. only, pay an a7*ual 
fee of $5. (Life Associate membership, $100.) Fellows, who! receive all -pub- 
lications. of the Society, pay an annual, fee of $25. ~(Life- Fellowship, $500.) 
Patrons and Founders: For those who wish to make a still larger contribution 
to the Society’s work, these classes are open at $1000 and $5000, respectively. 

It isto be remembered that membership in a scientific society means: more 
than merely a subscription to its publications. The work must be carried on 
largely through the income from membership fees. Therefore members, old 
and new,.are urged to make their membership class as high as they feel they 
can. Jf a comporatively small proportion of the present members went. one 
class higher, the money available for research would be more than doubled. 


The Journar of the American Society for Psychical Research is publish€d monthly 
yy the American Society for: Psyrhical Research, 40. East 34th Street, New 
N, Y. “Entered as second-class matver May 25, 1933, at “the post office at New York, 

under the Act of March 3, 1879.” Yearly subscription $5.00. 
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HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY 


The First American Society for Paychical was 


in consequence of a visit by Sir W. F. Barrett to this country, and Prof. Simon 


Neweomb became its President. In 1887 the Society invited a man of signal ~ 


ability, Richard Hodgson, A.M,, LLD.,-sometime® Lecturer in the University 
of Cambridge, to becomie its Executive Secretary, and ‘he accepted. 


This organization later became a branch of the English Society under the 
very able guidance of Dr. Hodgson until his death in 1905... The Ameritan 
Society for Psychical Research was then re-established with: James. H, Hyslop, 
Ph.D., formerly Professor of Logic and Ethics in Columbia University, as its 
Secretary ‘and Director. 


THE ENDOWMENT 


The American Society for Psychical Research, Inc, was incorporated under 

the Laws of New York in 1904 under the fame cf American Institute for 
Scientific Research, for the purpose of carrying on and endowing investigation 


in the fields of Psychical Research and Psycho-therapentics. It is supported by j 


contributions from its members and an endowment fund which now exceeds 
$275,000. The income of the Society. pays only ‘for the publications and office 
expenses, but does not enable the Society to carry on. its scientific investigations. 


A much greater sum is required before this work ¢an be carried forward with © 


the initiative and energy which its. importance deserves, ER 
* 
The endowment funds are dedicated strictly to the uses set forth in the 
deed of gift and are under control of the Board of Trustees, the character and 
qualifications of whom are safeguarded, as with other scientific” institutions. 


Moneys and property dedicated by will or gift to the purposes of the 
American Society for Psychical Research;“Inc., whether to the uses of 
psychical research or psycho-therapeutics, are earnestly solicited: The form 
which such dedication should take when made by will is indicated in the 
following : 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the American Society for Psychical 


_ Research, inc., a corporation organized under the laws of the State of New’ 
York, the sum of doflars (or if the bequest is real estate; or 


oiher specific items of ptoperty; these should be sufficiently described for. 
identification); in trust for the corporate purposes Of said Society.”” .. 
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